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Introduction
The principal language of Andhra Pradesh, now designated as Telugu', was also referred
to as Tenugu' in the past. 'Andhra' Is a name given to it since the medieval times. Of the
two names Telugu1 and 'Tenugu', which one is an earlier form cannot be easily decided,
though the latter first appeared in literature. Interchange of T and 'n' is not uncommon in
the language. It is to be noted that both the terms have had a nasal sound before the final
consonant In literary forms . Telungu' and Tenungu'. It appears that this particle 'ng' carried
a meaning 'land or place' as is evident from 'Ang', Vang', 'Keying' and V&ng', designations
of territories. Incidentally, this also lends support to the view held by some that the original
speakers of the language came as migrants from somewhere in the north-east along the
eastern sea-coast sometime In the hoary past. They appear to have halted in their march in
V6ng, lator called Vdngi, In the present coastal district of Andhra Pradesh, as south of VSng
the particle does not occur in place-names.
Attempts have been made to derive the meaning of these words, Telugu and Tenugu, but
they only seem to be fanciful, Ai Qrierson has rightly observed in his Survey, "a base teli
occurs in Telugu: teli, bright; teliyuta, to perceive, etc. But it would not be safe to urge such
an etymology". He also noted: "Teiugu pandits commonly state Tenugu to be the proper
form of the word, and explain this at the 'mellifluous language* from tine, honey".
Admirers of Sanskrit, which was, for a very long time, considered as the 'mother of
all languages' Including Telugu, argued thai Teiugu' was a corruption of Trillnga' (Sanskrit;
meaning three ttngas), A general description of the land of Telugus was made in the medieval
times as 'the land marked by three lingas of the three famous shrines of Daksharamam,
Kaleswaram and SriiaJlam. (Similarly, there are some who derived Tenugu' from the Sanskrit
Trlnag$ meaning the land marked by three mountains, i.e. the Mahendra, the Sri and the
Sesha), To quota Grlerton again, "this supposition is, however, just as improbable as the
derivation of Tamil from DravWa. The old Aryan name for the Tetugu country seems to be
Andhra and the replacing of this term by Trilinga seems to be due to an adaptation by the
Aryans of a Telugu word. Such a word could probably only be borrowed through the medium
of a Prakrit dialect, and In the Prakrtta wa mutt suppose the form to have been Telinga.
Trinaga alto would have been a clever tantkrititatton of T&nugu",
Thoat who favour Tanugu* at tha older form point out to a possible Dravidian etymology.
Ten in Dravidian languages means 'toulh'. Thut, Ttnugu' means the 'language of the south'.
Evidently such a reference should coma from people living north of the territory. But the land
of tht Teiugu paopia It the northern limit for Dravidian speakers.